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INTRODUCTION 

In Northern California the collection of opisthobranch 
mollusks has been limited to very few areas. Collections 
have been made primarily from Monterey and Dillon 
Beach. Some data have been published from San Francis¬ 
co Bay and Moss Beach in San Mateo County, but these 
data were obtained from rather isolated observations 
over very short periods of time. 

From the summer of 1966 to the summer of 1969, 
research and collecting have been done along the entire 
Marin County coast line with central focus on Duxbury 
Reef, Bolinas. Several different environments are present 
in Marin County and have been explored. These include 
the rocky granite shore of Tomales Point and Bird Rock, 
the Zostera mud flats of Limantour and Tomales Bays, the 
rugged outer coast of Point Reyes, the soft shale reefs of 
Double Point, Palomarin, and Duxbury Reef, and the mud 
flat, wharf environment of Bolinas Lagoon. Collecting was 
also done at Fort Barry, Sausalito wharfs, and the Marina 
(San Francisco Yacht Harbor in San Francisco County). 
Collecting at these locations was done during all seasons, 
but with primary emphasis on the summer months. 

During this period, 67 species of opisthobranchs have 
been collected in Marin County, 20 of which represent 
range extensions, and one new species which is presently 
being described by the authors. 

Range extensions are designated by an asterisk (*) 
and new species by two asterisks (**). This follows the 


format set up by Lance (1961), which has been used 
widely since. The general organization of this paper fol¬ 
lows that of Sphon & Lance (1968) and Roller & Long 
(1969). 

The authors would like to convey their appreciation to 
Mr. Richard A. Roller of San Luis Obispo for his help¬ 
ful suggestions in preparing the manuscript. 


GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS 


Location 

Latitude 

North 

Longitude 

West 

Van Damme Cove 

39°16' 

123°47' 

Bodega Bay 

38°18' 

123°03' 

Dillon Beach 

38° 14' 

122°58' 

Bird Rock (Tomales Point) 

38° 14' 

123°00' 

Limantour Bay 

38°01' 

122°55' 

Double Point 

37°56' 

122°45' 

Palomarin Reef 

37°55' 

122°44' 

Duxbury Reef 

37°53' 

122°42' 

Bolinas Lagoon 

37°54' 

122 = 41 ' 

San Francisco Bay 

37°47' 

122°27' 

Moss Beach 

37°32' 

122°31' 

Monterey Bay 

36°37' 

121°53' 

Pismo Beach 

35°09' 

120°38' 

Laguna Beach 

33°32' 

117°44' 

Point Loma 

32°40' 

117°14' 

Coronados Islands 

32°24' 

117°14' 

Bahia de Los Angeles 

28°55' 

113°32' 

Point Eugenia 

27°51' 

115°12' 
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Acanthodoris lutca MacFarland, 1925 

Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Dillon Beach to Point Loma 

Acanthodoris nanaimoensis O’Donoghue, 1921 

Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Vancouver Island to Shell Beach 

Acanthodoris rhodoceras Cockerell & Eliot, 1905 

Frequent. Intertidal, mud flats 
Duxbury Reef, Bolinas Lagoon 
Dillon Beach to Coronados Islands 

Acteon punctocaelatus (Carpenter, 1864) 

Common. Mud flats 

Tomales Bay, Limantour Estero, Bolinas Lagoon 
Alaska to Baja California 

Aegires albopunctatus MacFarland, 1905 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 

Vancouver Island to Coronados Islands; Baja California 

Aeolidia papillosa (Linnaeus, 1761) 

Frequent. Intertidal, mud flats 
Duxbury Reef, Bolinas Lagoon 
Cosmopolitan 

Aglaja diomedea (Bergh, 1894) 

Common. Mud flats 
Tomales Bay, Limantour Estero 
Alaska to Morro Bay 

Aglaja ocelligera (Bergh, 1894) 

Common. Mud flats 
Limantour Estero, Tomales Bay 
Alaska to Santa Barbara 

* Ancula pacifica MacFarland, 1905 

Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Duxbury Reef to Point Loma 
(Moss Beach to Point Loma) 
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Anisodoris nobilis (MacFarland, 1905) 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Bird Rock, Point Reyes 
Vancouver Island to Coronados Islands 

Antiopella barbarensis (Cooper, 1863) 

Frequent. Intertidal, mud flats, bay boat landings 
Bolinas Lagoon, Duxbury Reef, Double Point, San Fran¬ 
cisco Yacht Harbor 

Vancouver Island to Bahia San Quintin 

Aplysia californica Cooper, 1863 

Rare. Mud flats 
Bolinas Lagoon 

Humboldt Bay to Baja California 

Archidoris montereyensis (Cooper, 1862) 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Sausalito 
Alaska to San Diego 

Berthella californica (Dall, 1900) 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 
Crescent City to San Diego 

Cadlina flavomaculata MacFarland, 1905 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Vancouver Island to Point Eugenia 

Cadlina luteomarginata MacFarland, 1905 

Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Vancouver Island to Point Eugenia 

* Cadlina modest a MacFarland, 1966 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Palomarin to La Jolla 

* Catriona alpha (Baba & Hamatani, 1963) 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Double Point 
Double Point to San Diego; Japan 
(Monterey Bay to San Diego; Japan) 


Corambe pacifica MacFarland & O’Donoghue, 1929 

Common, seasonally. On Zostera 

Limantour Estero 

Vancouver Island to San Diego 

* Coryphella pricei MacFarland, 1966 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Duxbury Reef to Monterey Bay 
(Monterey Bay) 

Coryphella trilineata O’Donoghue, 1921 
Common. Intertidal. 

Bolinas Lagoon, Duxbury Reef, Palomarin, Bird Rock 
Vancouver Island to Coronados Islands 

Cumanotus beaumonti (Eliot, 1908) 

Rare. Mud flats 
Bolinas Lagoon 

* Dendronotus diversicolor Robilliard, 1970 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Bird Rock 
San Juan Island to Duxbury Reef 
(San Juan Island, Victoria) 

Dendronotus frondosus (Ascanius, 1774) 

Common. Intertidal, mud flats 
Duxbury Reef, Bolinas Lagoon 
Cosmopolitan 

Dendronotus subramosus MacFarland, 1966 

Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin, Bird Rock 
Humboldt Bay to Newport Bay 

* Diaphana californica Dall, 1919 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Duxbury Reef to Coronados Islands 
(San Pedro to Coronados Islands) 

Diaulula sandiegensis (Cooper, 1862) 

Common. Intertidal, bay boat landings 
Sausalito, Duxbury Reef Palomarin, Double Point, Point 
Reyes, Bird Rock 
Japan to Cape San Lucas 
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Dirona albolineata Cockerell & Eliot, 1905 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Point Reyes 
Puget Sound to San Diego 

Dirona picta MacFarland frc Cockerell & Eliot, 1905 

Common. Intertidal, bay boat landings 
San Francisco Yacht Harbor, Sausalito, Fort Point, Dux¬ 
bury Reef 

Dillon Beach to Point Loma 

Discodoris heat hi MacFarland, 1905 

Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Vancouver Island to Laguna Beach 

Doridella steinbergae (Lance, 1962) 

Rare. Bay boat landings 

San Francisco Yacht Harbor 

San Juan Islands to Coronados Islands 

* Doriopsilla ? albopunctata (Cooper, 1863) 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Van Damme, Mendocino County to Point Eugenia 
(Salt Point to Point Eugenia) 

** Doris spec. 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Bird Rock 

* Doto columbiana O’Donoghue, 1921 

Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Vancouver Island to Duxbury Reef 
(Vancouver Island to Dillon Beach) 

Doto amyra Marcus, 1961 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Dillon Beach to Monterey Bay 

* Doto kya Marcus, 1961 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Duxbury Reef to Shell Beach 
(Moss Beach to Shell Beach) 


Doto war a Marcus, 1961 (?) 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Dillon Beach to Monterey Bay 

* Eubranchus rustyus (Marcus, 1961) 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Duxbury Reef to Bahia de los Angeles 

(San Francisco Bay to Bahia de los Angeles) 

Fiona pinnata Eschscholtz, 1831 

Rare. Pelagic 
Limantour Estero 
Cosmopolitan 

Flabellinopsis iodinea (Cooper, 1862) 

Rare. Intertidal, subtidal to 20 feet 
Duxbury Reef, Bird Rock 
Vancouver Island to Coronados Islands 

* Hermaeina oliviae MacFarland, 1966 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Duxbury Reef to Monterey Bay 
(Monterey Bay) 

Hermaeina smithi Marcus, 1961 

Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

San Juan Islands to San Diego 

Hermissenda crassicornis (Eschscholtz, 1831) 

Common. Intertidal, mud flats, bay boat landings 
San Francisco Yacht Harbor, Sausalito, Duxbury Reef, 
Bolinas Lagoon, Palomarin, Double Point, Liman¬ 
tour Estero, Tomales Bay, Bird Rock 
Alaska to Point Eugenia 

Hopkinsia rosacea MacFarland, 1905 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Coos Bay to Point Loma 

Laila cockerelli MacFarland, 1905 

Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 
Vancouver Island 



Vol. 13; No. 2 


THE VELIGER 


Page 179 


Melibe leonina (Gould, 1853) 

Frequent, seasonally. On Zostera 
Limantour Estero 
Alaska to La Paz Bay 

Okenia plana Baba, 1960 

Frequent. Bay boat landings 
San Francisco Yacht Harbor 
San Francisco Bay; Japan 

* Onchidella borealis Dall, 1871 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 
Alaska to Duxbury Reef 
(Alaska to Dillon Beach) 

Onchidoris bilamellata (Linnaeus, 1767) 

Common, seasonally. Mud flats 
Bolinas Lagoon 
Alaska to Morro Bay 

Onchidoris hystricina (Bergh, 1878) 

Common. Intertidal, mud flats 

Bolinas Lagoon, Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 

Alaska to Point Loma 

Phyllaplysia taylori Dall, 1900 

Common. On Zostera 
Limantour Estero, Tomales Bay 
San Juan Islands to San Diego 

Placida dendritica (Alder & Hancock, 1843) 

Common. Bay Boat Landings 
Fort Barry Docks 

San Francisco Bay to Newport Bay 
(Fort Barry to Pismo Beach) 

* Polycera atra MacFarland, 1905 

Common. Bay boat landings, mud flats 
San Francisco Yacht Harbor, Sausalito, Limantour Estero, 
Limantour Estero to Coronados Islands 
(San Francisco Bay to Coronados Islands) 

Precuthona divae Marcus, 1961 
Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin, Double Point, Point Reyes 
Dillon Beach to Santa Barbara 


Rostanga pulchra MacFarland, 1905 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin, Bird Rock 
Vancouver Island to Chile 

* Spurilla oliviae (MacFarland, 1966) 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Duxbury Reef to Santa Barbara 
(Monterey Bay to Santa Barbara) 

Stiliger fuscovittata Lance, 1962 

Common. Bay boat landings 

San Francisco Yacht Harbor, Fort Barry, Sausalito 

San Juan Islands to San Diego; Bahia de Los Angeles 

* Trinchesia abronia (MacFarland, 1966) 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Palomarin to Pismo Beach 

(Monterey Bay to Pismo Beach) 

* Trinchesia albocrusta (MacFarland, 1966) 

Frequent. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Palomarin to Santa Barbara 
(Monterey Bay to Santa Barbara) 

* Trinchesia flavovulta (MacFarland, 1966) 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Palomarin to Shell Beach 

(Monterey Bay to Shell Beach) 

Trinchesia fulgens (MacFarland, 1966) 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef 

Duxbury Reef to Pismo Beach 

* Trinchesia lagunae (O’Donoghue, 1926) 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Palomarin to Rosarito Beach 

(Monterey Bay to Rosarito Beach) 

Triop ha carpenteri (Stearns, 1873) 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 
Vancouver Island to San Diego 
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* Triopha grandis MacFarland, 1905 

Common, seasonally. Mud flats 
Limantour Estero 

Limantour Estero to Catalina Island 
(Santa Cruz to Catalina Island) 

Triopha maculata MacFarland, 1905 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Bird Rock 
Bodega Bay to San Diego 

Triopha spec. 

Common. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Palomarin 

Tritonia festiva (Stearns, 1873) 

Rare. Intertidal. 

Duxbury Reef, Bird Rock 
Vancouver Island to Coronados Islands 
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